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INT. HOSPITAL - SINGAPORE - DAY

HELEN, 35, American, her face badly bruised and battered, 
stares out a window.

She clutches a laminated photograph of MINESH, 55, an Indian 
spiritual guru.

NURSE (O.C.)
Mrs. Siveratne?

Helen hides the photograph. A Singaporean NURSE, 20s, 
approaches.

NURSE
Your family's here.

The nurse helps Helen back into bed.

RADHA
Amma! Amma!

Helen's daughters, RADHA, 10, spindly and animated, and 
DHARINI, 11, overweight, run to Helen's bedside. They are 
half Sri Lankan. They clock Helen's bruises and laugh.

RADHA
Oh, my God, Amma.

DHARINI
Amma, you're so clumsy!

HELEN
I know, right?

RADHA
You need glasses!

The girls cuddle her.

SENTHURAN, 44, Helen's Sri Lankan husband, enters holding 
hands with their youngest daughter, KILANI, 6.

SENTHURAN
Police are rounding up bathtubs.

HELEN
Kilani, come here, Darling.

Frightened by Helen's appearance, Kilani is hesitant. 
Senthuran nudges Kilani towards her mother.

Radha and Dharini make space for Kilani to climb on the bed.

HELEN
It's still me, Doo (Darling). Don't 
be frightened.
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SENTHURAN
This food will give you diarrhoea. 
I'll get Chandra to make something.

HELEN
The food here is fine.

Kilani sucks her thumb. Senthuran pulls her hand away from 
her mouth.

SENTHURAN
All the time this one's sucking her 
thumb. She'd get blisters if I 
didn't put chilli on it.

Kilani smiles and burrows into Helen's tummy.

HELEN
Chilli? You want it in her eye?

SENTHURAN
She sucks it off anyway. It never 
hurt Dharini.

Hearing her name, Dharini pops up grinning.

RADHA
Amma, how long do you have to stay?

HELEN
Not long.

RADHA
Lucky there are no bathtubs here.

Radha senses she's hit a nerve and regrets her joke.

A Chinese DOCTOR, 44, approaches Helen's bedside.

DOCTOR
Hello. How are you feeling, Mrs. 
Siveratne?

HELEN
Oh, fine. These are my girls: 
Dharini, Radha and Kilani.

DHARINI
Hi.

RADHA
Hi.

SENTHURAN
Nurses won't tell us anything.

DOCTOR
They're leaving that to me. I'm 
Doctor Chan.
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HELEN
My husband, Senthuran.

DOCTOR
(to Helen)

Did the pain keep you awake last 
night?

HELEN
I know it still looks bad but I'm 
ready to go home.

KILANI
(squeezing Helen)

Ammm-ma.

DOCTOR 
Mr. Siveratne, may I talk to your 
wife a moment? I'll update you 
later.

(hinting at the children)
If you have follow up questions.

SENTHURAN
(to the kids)

You mutts wanna go for Hokkien Mee?

DHARINI
Yay!

KILANI
Yum!

RADHA
But we'll be coming back, right?

HELEN
I'll see you real soon, Doo.

DHARINI
(on her way out)

Don't slip again, Amma.

Radha swats Dharini across the shoulder.

RADHA
Shut up, Akka (older sister).

Helen tries to gauge the doctor's reaction.

DOCTOR
Beautiful girls.

HELEN
Thank you.

DOCTOR
We'll let you go home Friday, but 
if the vertigo returns I want you 
to come back immediately.
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HELEN
I'm a little clumsy. Always 
tripping over this and that. The 
kids think it's hilarious.

DOCTOR
Yes, I heard.

HELEN
I'm going to talk to the maid about 
mopping the bathroom. She really 
needs to dry it properly after.

DOCTOR
Do you want to speak to the police?

HELEN
Why would I?

DOCTOR
Your children don't get to choose 
the environment they grow up in.

HELEN
(laughs)

Doctor Chan, you've got it all 
wrong! I can assure you ...

DOCTOR 
I see this a lot.

HELEN
I slipped on the tiles.

(beat)
Alright, I'd been drinking and-

DOCTOR 
Press charges. Do you want me to 
make the phone call?

HELEN
No, thank you.

DOCTOR
Think of your girls.

HELEN
I'm only thinking of them.

BLACK

TITLE CARD: DON'T THINK OF IT AS SEX

EXT. SEA - OFFSHORE - A FEW DAYS LATER

Senthuran helps Kilani steer a speedboat. She squeals and he 
laughs.
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Screaming with joy, Radha waterskis.

Dharini leans over the boat and looks into the water. She 
licks an ice cream, getting it all around her mouth.

Helen's bruising has almost fully healed.

EXT. ISLAND PIER - A SHORT TIME LATER

The family steps onto a pier. Senthuran ties the boat. He 
double checks the knot, tightening it. He takes out a digital 
camera.

The girls hug each other, posing.

DHARINI
Over here, Tata (Dad)!

Senthuran ignores the girls and takes a photo of the knot, 
then a photo of the boat, tied to the pier.

RADHA
Ta, nobody's going to steal your 
boat.

SENTHURAN
You don't know. Some Indian bugger 
might come along and take it. 
There's enough fuel in there to get 
to Malaysia.

The girls skip away. Helen follows with Kilani in tow.

EXT. BEACH - THAT AFTERNOON

The girls play in the water, dunking and splashing each 
other. Helen and Senthuran sunbathe. He puts an arm around 
her.

A MAN, 40s, swims near the girls.

Watching them, Helen takes off her sunglasses. Senthuran is 
oblivious.

Helen walks into ankle-deep water and stares at the man.

Seeing Helen, he smiles and waves. Helen smiles for the 
girls' benefit.

Getting the message, the man swims away.

HELEN
Girls, don't go too far out.

Senthuran grabs Helen playfully from behind, startling her.

SENTHURAN
Hey!
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The girls laugh.

Helen wriggles free. Senthuran steals her sunglasses.

HELEN
Hey! I need those.

SENTHURAN
You're prettier without them.

He puts the sunglasses on and dives into the water, joining 
the girls.

HELEN
I want them back.

SENTHURAN
Come and get them.

RADHA
Come in the water, Amma!

Helen walks in up to her knees.

DHARINI
Watch me!

Dharini does a somersault.

HELEN
Very nice.

(to Senthuran)
Glasses please?

SENTHURAN
Sorry. Here you go.

Helen tries to snatch the glasses, but Senthuran drags her 
into the water.

Helen splashes Senthuran. He puts an arm around her. 
Relenting, she affectionately puts the sunglasses on his 
head.

EXT. SEA - A SHORT TIME LATER

Dharini floats in the water, holding onto a waterski cord. 
Senthuran leans over the back of the boat.

SENTHURAN
We'll start slowly. Make sure you 
bend your knees and lean back.

Grinning from ear to ear, Dharini nods excitedly.

6.



SENTHURAN
Now, don't be silly.

CUT TO:

Dharini has the exact same grin as she water skis.

Senthuran steers the boat, checking on Dharini behind. Helen 
tenderly puts her hand on Senthuran's back.

In the boat, Radha and Kilani wave and pull faces at Dharini.

Showing off, Dharini crosses her eyes and tries to wave. She 
loses balance and falls into the water.

RADHA
Tata!

Senthuran circles to pick Dharini up.

Dharini surfaces, giggling. She waves as the boat approaches.

RADHA
Yay! My turn.

Senthuran leans over the side of the boat. Dharini holds out 
her hand to be pulled up.

SENTHURAN
What did you do wrong?

DHARINI
I don't know, Tata. Help me up.

SENTHURAN
What did you do?

HELEN
She fell in. No big deal.

Radha and Kilani withdraw and sit quietly.

SENTHURAN
She fell in because she was being 
silly.

DHARINI
No, I wasn't. I wasn't.

HELEN
Sweetie ...

Senthuran shrugs Helen's hand off his shoulder.

SENTHURAN
(to Dharini)

What did I tell you?
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DHARINI
Bend my knees and lean back.

SENTHURAN
So what did you do wrong?

Dharini doesn't have an answer.

SENTHURAN
You were showing off. Because you 
don't take anything seriously.

Dharini's lip quivers.

DHARINI
I'm sorry, Tata. I should have 
listened.

SENTHURAN
Fine. I'll give you one more 
chance, but if you're silly again, 
you'll stay in the water until 
you've learnt your lesson.

RADHA
That's not fair. I wanna go!

Senthuran shuts Radha up with a ferocious look.

SENTHURAN
Now grab the rope and get ready.

DHARINI
It's okay, I've had enough. Radha 
can have her turn.

HELEN
She's learnt her lesson.

SENTHURAN
See? I challenge her and she throws 
in the towel.

DHARINI
Please, I just want to go home.

Radha sulks theatrically.

SENTHURAN
Home? Okay then. We go home.

Senthuran roughly pulls Dharini into the boat.

INT. SIVERATNE APARTMENT - A FEW DAYS LATER

Radha stomps through the living room. Helen follows.
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RADHA
Why can't I watch TV?

HELEN
You'll distract Dharini from her 
homework.

RADHA
Fine, I'll go to Jen's.

HELEN
You're not going anywhere.

RADHA
Why? Then Akka can concentrate.

INT. RADHA'S & DHARINI'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Dharini sits on her bed, surrounded by textbooks. Helen and 
Radha can be heard arguing.

HELEN (O.S.)
You'll make her jealous and she'll 
want to go out too.

Dharini flips through a teen magazine.

RADHA (O.S.)
Then what am I supposed to do?

INT. LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

HELEN
(walks off)

Read a book.

RADHA
I hate books.

INT. KITCHEN - MOMENTS LATER

Radha flops into a chair.

The family's maid, CHANDRA, 26, a thin Sri Lankan woman, 
prepares a meal.

RADHA
It's not fair. I bet when I have to 
do a test they'll let Akka go out.

CHANDRA
(in broken English)

Don't worry, Baby, your Akka gets 
very distracted. You need to show 
you love her and that her school 
is important to you.
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RADHA
Chandra, it's not my 
responsibility.

About to speak, Chandra stops herself as Helen enters, 
holding two spray bottles.

HELEN
Chandra, next time you water the 
plants, can you please use this 
one, not this one?

CHANDRA
Okay, Madam.

HELEN
Minesh says tap water is full of 
chemicals.

(to Radha)
Have you found something to do?

Radha picks up a jar of toothpicks.

RADHA
Yes. I'm going to count toothpicks.

HELEN
Fine. Do that.

Helen leaves. Radha holds up a toothpick and announces in her 
deepest voice-

RADHA
One toothpick!

Chandra giggles.

RADHA
TWO TOOTHPICKS!!

Radha places the toothpicks side by side on the table.

RADHA
THREE TOOTHPICKS!!!!!!!

Helen storms into the kitchen.

HELEN
No TV for a week.

RADHA
I don't need TV, I have toothpicks 
to count.

HELEN
No tennis lessons. And I'm chaining 
your bike up for a month.
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RADHA
FOUR TOOTHPICKS!!!!!

Helen slaps Radha.

Chandra busies herself with cooking.

Radha slaps Helen back. Both of them are shocked.

Radha runs out, slamming the front door.

INT. JEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Radha and JEN, 11, Eurasian, sit opposite one another.

JEN
I'll ask my parents if you can stay 
here for a while.

RADHA
I hate them, you know. I really 
hate them.

The telephone rings. Jen looks to Radha, who shakes her head. 
They stare at the telephone until it stops ringing.

RADHA
Maybe I could go to Malaysia.

JEN
My cousin Grace lives in K.L.

The telephone rings again.

RADHA
He won't stop.

JEN
We just won't answer.

RADHA
(theatrical)

Why, oh why, can't they just die in 
a car accident?

Jen doesn't know what to say. The telephone stops ringing.

RADHA
Maybe he was on the phone while 
driving. Could my prayers have been 
answered?

JEN
You wanna order pizza?

A KNOCK at the front door. The girls freeze.

Jen goes to answer.
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RADHA
(whispered)

Don't.

The knocking turns into banging.

SENTHURAN (O.S.)
Jen?

Radha shakes her head vehemently.

SENTHURAN (O.S.)
I know you're both in there. Jen, 
if you don't open the door, I'll 
have to call your father.

Jen opens the door, revealing Senthuran behind a security 
gate.

SENTHURAN
Good girl. Open the gate. I just 
want to talk to my daughter. Radha, 
come here, please.

Radha approaches and they talk through the steel mesh.

SENTHURAN
Let's go.

RADHA
(trembling)

I'm not coming.

SENTHURAN
Amma's at home crying.

RADHA
I'm never coming back.

SENTHURAN
Open the gate, Radha.

RADHA
No.

SENTHURAN 
You'll be buying Jen's parents a 
new one.

Trembling, Radha remains defiant.

SENTHURAN
Don't think I won't.

Jen unclasps the lock. Senthuran quickly opens the gate and 
seizes Radha by the arm.
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PORCH - CONTINUOUS

Senthuran drags Radha onto the porch of a highrise apartment 
block. Hundreds of families stacked on top of one another, 
audience to each other's domestic dramas.

SENTHURAN 
Thank you, Jen. Go back inside.

Jen looks apologetically at Radha.

SENTHURAN
Now.

Jen backs inside and shuts the door.

RADHA
Amma hit me. It's her fault-

SENTHURAN
Like this?

Senthuran slaps Radha.

RADHA
Harder than that.

Senthuran hits her again.

SENTHURAN
Anything else to say?

RADHA
(fights tears)

Nope.

SENTHURAN
You sure, Smart Mouth?

Senthuran sees Jen behind the security gate, shocked.

RADHA
Bye, Jen.

(as she's dragged away)
Sorry you had to see that!

INT. SENTHURAN'S CAR - A SHORT TIME LATER

Senthuran speeds through traffic. Radha sulks in the 
passenger seat.

SENTHURAN
I work day and night so you can 
attend fancy schools. Go on nice 
holidays.

They stop at a red light. Senthuran squeezes the wheel.
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SENTHURAN
I deserve better than this.

RADHA
If I'm such a burden, why don't you 
drop me off here?

Senthuran goes to whack Radha. She shies away.

SENTHURAN
So clever, aren't you?

The lights change.

SENTHURAN
Aren't you?

RADHA
You do send me to fancy schools.

Senthuran grabs her by the hair. She screams.

A car behind BEEPS.

Senthuran lets go and stomps on the accelerator.

EXT. APARTMENT BLOCK - DRIVEWAY - A SHORT TIME LATER

Senthuran's BMW screeches to a halt outside a colonial-style 
building. It looks more like an embassy than a block of 
apartments.

INT. SIVERATNE APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER

Helen, Dharini, Chandra and Kilani are at the front door. 
Senthuran drags Radha inside, shoving her to the floor.

Radha lets out a sobbing gasp and crawls to Helen's feet.

RADHA
(kisses her feet)

Amma. I'm sorry.

Helen is conflicted.

HELEN
Is this what you wanted?

RADHA
No, Amma.

Radha kisses Senthuran's feet.

RADHA
Sorry, Tata.

Chandra leads Kilani away.
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Dharini backs herself against the wall, watching.

SENTHURAN
Okay.

Senthuran pulls Radha to her feet.

SENTHURAN
Go into the study.

Radha stares up at her father.

HELEN
(ushering Dharini out)

Help Chandra make the rice.

DHARINI
She's done it already.

HELEN
Then set the damned table.

RADHA
Okay, you win, Tata.

STUDY - MOMENTS LATER

Radha bends over a desk as Senthuran collects a bamboo cane.

Radha shakes and bites her lip.

Senthuran deliberately takes his time.

SENTHURAN
I always win.

MASTER BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Helen unfolds a cloth, revealing a photograph of Minesh.

Radha SCREAMS from the study.

Helen prays to the photograph.

STUDY - CONTINUOUS

WHACK! Radha's lips tremble. Tears well in her eyes.

RADHA
I'm sorry I disrespected Amma.

WHACK!

RADHA
I'm sorry I ran away!

WHACK!
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RADHA
I'll stop disobeying you!

Senthuran shows Radha his thumb.

SENTHURAN
You see this?

He presses his thumb to the table in front of Radha's face, 
squashing an imaginary bug.

SENTHURAN
That's you.

Helen enters.

HELEN
She's had enough.

Senthuran glares at Helen and lifts up the cane.

RADHA
It's okay, Amma. I can take it.

Senthuran hits Radha again.

HELEN
Stop hurting my child!

SENTHURAN
"Your" child?

HELEN
You're always going too far. The 
doctor said I was lucky not to 
have brain damage.

RADHA
You let us laugh at her. You 
coward.

HELEN
Radha, shut up.

Senthuran grabs Helen by the hair.

RADHA
Don't touch her!

LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Arm around her throat, Senthuran drags Helen. She's kicking 
and struggling. Radha runs after them.

HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Senthuran pulls Helen into the bedroom.
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Radha wedges her foot against the closing door.

RADHA
Run, Amma!

Helen sits on the edge of the bed, her head bowed.

HELEN
You can watch TV now, Doo. Tata and 
I need to talk.

Senthuran tries to force the door closed, cutting into 
Radha's foot.

SENTHURAN
Move your foot.

RADHA
I can't!

Radha's foot is wedged under the door and won't budge.

Senthuran shoves Radha against the wall, freeing her foot. He 
slams the door and locks it.

RADHA
(pounding on the door)

Don't you touch her! I'll kill you! 
I swear one day I'm gonna stab you 
in your sleep! You better watch it!

Dharini appears behind her.

DHARINI
Stop it, Nangi (younger sister). 
You're making it worse.

RADHA
He's bashing Amma!

DHARINI
It's your fault! You ran away.

RADHA
Excuse me? My fault?

DHARINI
You're always ruining it for 
everyone.

Radha sits outside the bedroom door.

RADHA
I'm gonna wait here.

DHARINI
Fine.
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RADHA
Fine.

Radha elbows the bedroom door.

HALLWAY - NIGHT

Outside her parents' bedroom, Radha is curled up asleep. The 
door opens.

Helen picks up Radha.

RADHA'S BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Helen tucks Radha into bed. Radha stirs.

RADHA
Amma.

HELEN
Shhhh. It's alright.

RADHA
Did he hurt you?

HELEN
No. I'm fine.

RADHA
Good. I'll protect you, Amma.

Helen strokes Radha's hair as she falls asleep. Helen gets 
up, wincing. She clutches her ribs as she exits.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Senthuran grins proudly.

SENTHURAN
Guess.

Dharini beams.

DHARINI
Sentosa!

SENTHURAN
What? Come on, think.

DHARINI
Ummmmm.

SENTHURAN
Okay clue: think mouse ears.
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DHARINI
Mouse ...

(realising)
Disney Land?!

Senthuran grins.

DHARINI
Really?!

SENTHURAN
Should I tell your sister?

DHARINI
Yeah!

HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Senthuran opens the door to Radha's bedroom.

In her underwear, Radha covers her chest.

RADHA
Tata!

Embarrassed, Senthuran averts his eyes.

SENTHURAN
Put something on.

RADHA
You could have knocked.

SENTHURAN
I've got a surprise for you.

Radha turns around, putting on a t-shirt.

RADHA
Uhuh.

Senthuran clocks the bruises under Radha's buttocks and 
swallows back guilt.

SENTHURAN
"Uhuh". Where's your enthusiasm?

INT. AYURVEDA CLINIC - DAY

Around twenty Caucasian women kneel in front of a large 
picture of Minesh.

Still bruised, Helen bows her head and closes her eyes.
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EXT. STREET - CONTINUOUS

Radha runs along the footpath, sporting a huge grin. Dharini 
is not far behind.

BACK TO:

AYURVEDA CLINIC

Minesh emerges from a room, followed by two aides.

Helen hides within the crowd. Minesh spots her and 
approaches.

CUT TO:

STREET - CONTINUOUS

Radha scans old Singaporean buildings.

RADHA
Forty-six, forty... nine.

DHARINI
There!

BACK TO:

AYURVEDA CLINIC

Minesh lifts Helen's chin and checks her bruised face.

CUT TO:

INT. OLD OFFICE BUILDING/STAIRWELL - CONTINUOUS

The girls rush up a flight of cracked, dirty stairs.

BACK TO:

Minesh dips his finger into a pot of white liquid.

Tears roll down Helen's face.

Minesh smiles and paints a symbol on her forehead.

Radha and Dharini burst in, all smiles.

Helen is encircled by the group. Everyone is taking turns 
embracing her. Overwhelmed, she cries.

DHARINI
Amma! Hi!

RADHA
Shh!

Helen ignores the girls.
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Radha approaches cautiously.

Helen spots her and smiles. The crowd disperses.

HELEN
Hey, Doo.

RADHA
Amma, guess what?

DHARINI
(jumps in)

We're going to Disney Land!

Radha rolls her eyes at her sister.

RADHA
Thank you.

HELEN
Great! You'll have so much fun.

DHARINI
Amma, you're so silly. We're all 
going.

Radha notices Minesh watching and hides behind Helen.

HELEN
Today's been the most important day 
of my life.

DHARINI
What happened?

HELEN
I've been looking for so many 
years. And today, he smiled on me.

Helen's eyes shine with tears.

DHARINI
Who?

HELEN
God.

Radha laughs.

RADHA
Amma, you're so weird!

HELEN
Don't talk like your father. This 
is a holy place.
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RADHA
Sorry, Amma. Just wanted to tell 
you about Disney Land.

HELEN
I know.

Helen looks to Minesh, who stands nearby.

RADHA
You're not coming, are you?

HELEN
Aww, Sweety.

Helen picks up Radha in her arms. Radha eyeballs Minesh over 
Helen's shoulder.

Helen turns and looks at Minesh, who nods to her.

HELEN
Of course I'm coming with y'all.

RADHA
Yay!

DHARINI
Yay!

Radha watches Minesh disappear into a back room.

FADE OUT.

EXT. AFFLUENT STREET - NIGHT

A Nissan hatchback is parked at the kerb. A couple inside are 
making out.

SUPER: AUSTRALIA, 10 YEARS LATER

INT. PARKED CAR - CONTINUOUS

Dharini, now 21, is dressed up, wearing bright red lipstick 
and eye shadow. She is still a little overweight. CRAIG, 25, 
is clean cut and working class. They maul each other.

Craig's hand snakes its way under her top and Dharini eases 
it away.

Craig kisses his way down her neck.

DHARINI
Don't leave a mark.

CRAIG
Okay. Sorry. Why don't I come in 
and at least say hi?

DHARINI
No. No. Mum gets home tomorrow, 
I think. We'll do it then.
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CRAIG
(laughs)

They're invited to the wedding, 
right?

DHARINI
Shush. I'm waiting for the right 
moment.

The pair look at the two-storey house in front of which they 
are parked.

CRAIG 
You're not vampires or something 
are you?

DHARINI
Maybe.

Craig smiles. Neither knows what to say.

DHARINI
(opening the door)

I should-

CRAIG
Yep. Cool.

Dharini steps out of the car.

EXT. STREET - CONTINUOUS

Dharini walks to the house, turns and smiles.

Craig drives off, blowing a kiss.

Dharini watches Craig's car round a corner, then walks down 
the street and up the driveway of a different house.

Hugging the shadows, Dharini uses facial wipes to remove her 
makeup.

Before opening the front door, she buttons her top.

INT. SIVERATNE HOUSE/FOYER - MOMENTS LATER

Dharini takes off her shoes and places them on a rack with a 
dozen others.

INT. LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Senthuran, now 54, is slumped on a couch watching television. 

Kilani, now 16, leans out from the kitchen.

KILANI
Ta, you want a hot chocolate? 
Ta ... ?
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Dharini enters.

DHARINI
Hey.

KILANI
Hey.

(to Senthuran)
Ta? We've got marshmallows.

Dharini leans over the couch and kisses Senthuran on the 
cheek. Senthuran doesn't react.

DHARINI
Hi, Ta.

SENTHURAN
Where were you?

DHARINI
With the girls.

SENTHURAN
Late for a work night.

DHARINI
It's ten-thirty.

Kilani hands Senthuran a cup of hot chocolate.

KILANI
Here you go.

Sipping the hot chocolate, Senthuran makes a sour face and 
puts it aside.

SENTHURAN
Where's Radha?

No one answers.

INT. ADAM'S HOUSE/BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Radha, now 20, attractive, lies in bed with Adam, 20. Radha 
has a large tattoo of a snake on her shoulder blade.

RADHA
I'd love to have a dick for a day.

ADAM
What would you do with it?

RADHA
Just stick it in everything.

He laughs.
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ADAM
So you'd be a rapist.

RADHA
Did I say people?

They play fight. There is a knock on the door.

ADAM'S MOTHER (O.S.)
Good night, you two!

RADHA
Good night.

ADAM
Night, Mum.

Radha's mobile rings on the bedside table. She picks up the 
phone and is irritated when she sees the caller.

ADAM
Your stalker?

Radha answers.

RADHA
(into phone)

Yep? Adam's. I'm not coming 
home. No. No. Ta ... Ta, yelling 
at me isn't going to get me to 
come home. What? I thought she 
was coming tomorrow.

(sighs)
Alright. Alright, I'll do it.

Adam strokes her thigh. Radha swats him away.

She hangs up.

RADHA
I gotta go. Mum's at the aiport.

Radha pulls on a pair of jeans.

ADAM
Why can't he pick her up?

RADHA
'Cause he knows she might at 
least be happy to see me. Which 
means she won't get straight back 
on a plane.

ADAM
Nice to be loved.
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RADHA
Yeah, he wouldn't know much 
about that.

ADAM
Ouch.

Radha kisses him. She reaches under the covers and grabs his 
testicles. Adam sucks in a breath.

RADHA
Don't fall asleep.

Radha leaves.

INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT

Passengers pour out of the arrivals door and are greeted by 
loved ones.

Radha scans the faces.

A woman squeals with excitement and embraces her boyfriend.

Radha smiles, happy for the couple.

Seeing the last few passengers exit, Radha checks her watch.

Helen, now 45, emerges. She is gaunt, her hair unkempt. 
Irritable, she drags her luggage.

RADHA
Amma!

Radha runs to Helen and throws her arms around her. Helen 
half smiles and pats Radha on the back.

HELEN
They took my incense holder.

RADHA
Oh well, we'll get you another one.

HELEN
No, Minesh gave it to me. You do 
the right thing and declare 
something and customs just takes 
it away. They're such sticklers, 
these Aussies.

Helen shows Radha a necklace she is wearing.

HELEN
At least they didn't get this.

Radha plays with Helen's hair.
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RADHA
Amma. I'd love to give you a 
makeover.

HELEN
I hope you're not teaching 
Kilani bad habits. Does she 
dress like you? You know what 
these Aussie men are like.

Radha smiles proudly.

RADHA
Yeah, I certainly do.

INT. SIVERATNE HOUSE/LIVING ROOM - DAY

The house is filled with Sri Lankans. Elaborate dishes are 
laid out on a table. Senthuran holds court with four 
Caucasian men in suits.

SENTHURAN
No, no. My parents were 
Sinhalese. In Sri Lanka you have 
the Sinhalese and the Tamil. But 
I was born in Singapore. In 
Singapore, you get the Chinese, 
more Chinese and who the fuck 
cares?

Senthuran laughs. The suits nod and smile.

SENTHURAN
(picks up a dish)

This is "Kiribath".

SUIT 1
(to Senthuran)

Is it hot, Bill?

SENTHURAN
You're a tough guy.

Suit 1 hesitantly pops the Kiribath in his mouth. The other 
suits watch to see if it is safe to eat.

SUIT 1
(losing his breath)

Mmm, yum!

Suit 1's eyes tear up and he gulps his beer.

SENTHURAN
(hands him another Kiribath)

Good?
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Suit 1 nods, but waves the food away.

CUT TO:

Adam picks up two pieces of Kiribath.

ADAM
Ooh, Dharini made Kiribath!

Adam feeds one piece to Radha and wolfs down the other.

CUT TO:

Craig shakes hands with an elderly Sri Lankan man.

CRAIG 
How you going, mate? I'm Craig.

Unable to hear Craig, the man holds his hand to his ear.

CRAIG
CRAIG!

Dharini hands Craig a piece of Kiribath.

CRAIG
This isn't the house I drop you.

DHARINI
Sure, it is.

Dharini smiles guiltily and takes him by the arm.

CRAIG
Why did youse all come out here? 
Singapore sounds like paradise.

DHARINI
Dad's company sent him to start 
up their Australian branch. He 
flew out all his sisters and 
gave their husbands jobs. No 
point going back.

Four Sri Lankan men laugh at a joke Senthuran has told.

CUT TO:

Helen talks to one of the cousins. Drunk and swaying, 
Senthuran interrupts.

SENTHURAN
Have you met my wife, Helen? She 
used to be white. I think she 
still is somewhere under all the 
Indian oils.
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HELEN
Very funny.

SENTHURAN
She could work at Seven Eleven.
(doing an Indian impersonation)

Thank you. Come again.

The cousin smiles awkwardly.

CUT TO:

Dharini is stuck talking to an uncle.

Radha takes Craig aside.

RADHA
You met my dad?

CRAIG
Not yet.

RADHA
Okay. Listen. If he likes you 
he'll go like this ...

Radha sniffs Craig's cheeks. He is taken aback.

RADHA
It's a Sinhalese thing.

CRAIG
Okay. Do I ... do it-?

RADHA
No, no. He'll just do it to you, 
rather than shaking hands.

CRAIG
So, what do I call him?

RADHA
Just call him Bill. He thinks 
it's easier for Australians.

CRAIG
But what's his actual name?

RADHA
Senthuran.

CRAIG
I'll go with Bill.

CUT TO:

Kilani taps Senthuran on the arm.
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KILANI
Ta, we're running out of ice.

Senthuran turns to one of his brothers-in-law.

SENTHURAN
Get two bags at the petrol 
station on High street.

BROTHER-IN-LAW
Yes, Boss.

The brother-in-law starts to scull his beer. Senthuran stares 
at him. Catching on, the brother-in-law puts his beer down 
and exits.

CUT TO:

Craig and Adam loiter on the outskirts.

CRAIG
How 'bout all this, huh?

ADAM
Yeah. Pretty full on, isn't it?

They both take sips of their beers.

ADAM
This'll go all night by the way.

Dharini swoops in, taking Craig with her.

DHARINI
I'm just gonna steal him 
for a sec.

KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Dharini presents Craig to Senthuran, who's trying to slide a 
tray back into the oven.

DHARINI 
Ta? I'd like you to meet someone.

Senthuran gets annoyed with the tray and shoves it in on the 
wrong angle.

DHARINI
This is Craig.

CRAIG
Nice to meet you, Mr. Siver-
at-nar.

Senthuran extends his hand to be shaken. Craig is 
disappointed. He reluctantly shakes hands.
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Watching, Radha and Kilani giggle.

SENTHURAN
You good with ovens?

CRAIG
Um ... I can give it a go.

SENTHURAN
Never mind. You drink?

Craig laughs dorkily and rubs his hands together.

CRAIG
Guilty.

SENTHURAN
What?

CRAIG
Um, yeah, a beer'd be great. 
Thanks.

Senthuran opens the fridge and calls into the living room.

SENTHURAN
Hey, Adam! Adam! Beer?

ADAM
If you're twisting my arm, 
Senthuran.

Dharini squeezes Craig's arm excitedly.

LIVING ROOM - EVENING

Senthuran drinks with Adam and Craig. They are a little 
drunk. The boys laugh.

Watching Radha, Senthuran nudges Adam.

SENTHURAN
She's getting fatter. Is there 
something you're not telling me?

Adam laughs, frantically waving the idea away.

ADAM
No way! Noooooooo.

Dharini raises her eyebrows at Craig. He nods obediently.

CRAIG
So, Bill ...
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SENTHURAN
(ribbing Adam)

This guy. You went whiter than 
white. You're white enough!

CRAIG 
Mr. Siver-

SENTHURAN
Call me Bill.

CRAIG
Bill. Could I talk to you?

SENTHURAN
We're talking now.

CRAIG
Maybe outside?

SENTHURAN 
(putting up his dukes)

What? You wanna fight me?

CRAIG
No! Just wondered if we could have 
a word.

Dharini sidles up to Senthuran.

DHARINI
Ta, why don't you show Craig the 
problem with the air-conditioner?

CRAIG
I'm in air-conditioning. I do that.

SENTHURAN
Later.

CRAIG
There's something I wanted to talk 
to you about ...

SENTHURAN
You're dating my Dharini.

Craig chuckles nervously.

CRAIG
Well, we're not just dating.

Senthuran glares at Craig.

CRAIG
Yeah, no, what I mean is ... is ... 
um, like ... 

(MORE)
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we've been seeing each other a 
little while actually. Hanging out 
I mean.

Senthuran leaves Craig hanging.

CRAIG
And my parents love Dharini. She's 
met them. They're always saying how 
well raised she is. I've been 
really looking forward to meeting 
you and ... what I really wanted to 
speak ... to ask you for ... was 
your bless... permission ...

SENTHURAN
You wanna marry my daughter?

CRAIG
Um ... yeah. She's awesome. Yes.

Senthuran clumsily grabs Dharini's hand.

SENTHURAN
Nope. Don't see a ring.

CRAIG
You might have said no. So I... I 
will. But haven't yet.

SENTHURAN
You didn't want to risk it.

Craig wants to die.

CRAIG
I ...

Senthuran gets to his feet and walks away.

Dharini is mortified. 

Senthuran slams the front door behind him.

Helen turns at the sound, then goes back to her conversation 
with a cousin.

Kilani hands Dharini a glass of champagne.

DHARINI
Idiot! You don't put ice in 
champagne.

KILANI
Sorry, Akka.

CRAIG (CONT'D)
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EXT. DRIVEWAY - NIGHT

Senthuran watches an Australian family across the street 
eating dinner together. Radha joins him.

RADHA
Good job.

SENTHURAN
Who is this guy?

(mocking)
C-rai-g?

RADHA
He's a nice guy.

SENTHURAN
He could be a drug dealer. Do we 
know where he lives?

RADHA
He's not a drug dealer.

SENTHURAN 
Oh. So you know about this?

RADHA
She's got no one else to talk to.

SENTHURAN
What do you know about him?

RADHA
He's a manager for an air-
conditioning company. He bought a 
house.

SENTHURAN
Did he finish school?

RADHA
He doesn't have a degree. But he 
comes from a good family and, guess 
what, he loves Dharini. She's 
really happy. Maybe you could be 
happy for her?

SENTHURAN
Your sister's never made a good 
decision in her life. Why would 
anything have changed with this 
guy?

Exasperated, Radha goes inside.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Radha walks in to see everyone looking at her. She smiles.

34.



RADHA
Let's play a game!

(to Kilani)
Nangi, why don't you start 
Celebrity Head?

With Craig in tow, Dharini makes a beeline for Radha.

KILANI
I'll choose the names!

DHARINI
What did you say?

RADHA
He'll come round.

Craig feels dejected.

DHARINI
Just leave it. Stop meddling.

RADHA
I'm not. He's being a jerk.

Senthuran walks in and goes upstairs without acknowledging 
anyone.

RADHA
That's it. Tired of this childish 
bullshit.

Radha goes to follow him, but Dharini stops her.

DHARINI
Leave it! Just stop making my life 
worse.

RADHA
He doesn't respect you-

DHARINI
Oh, I'm the fuck up?

RADHA
He doesn't respect you. And he 
never will unless you take a stand. 
Tell him that you're gonna marry 
Craig whether he likes it or not.

DHARINI
Don't ever tell me what to do.

RADHA 
You just can't be helped can you?
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DHARINI
I don't need it from you. When did 
your big mouth ever help?

Dharini runs out the front door.

RADHA
Sorry, Craig.

Radha pushes through the crowd to Adam.

Craig looks up the stairs. He puts down his beer.

SENTHURAN'S STUDY - MOMENTS LATER

Senthuran stands at the window. Craig enters.

CRAIG
Nice view.

SENTHURAN
I like to watch the traffic. So you 
want to marry Dharini.

CRAIG
Yes. I'm just trying to do the 
right thing by you.

SENTHURAN
Let's say you're an okay guy. What 
are your plans for the next five 
years?

CRAIG
Well ...

SENTHURAN
I don't want to be rude and ask 
what you earn, but I want to know 
that you can provide for my 
daughter.

CRAIG
I own a house. Not a big house, 
but-

SENTHURAN 
Dharini says she wants to be an 
accountant, but she never sees 
anything through. If you want this 
...

(indicates the house)
... you have to make sacrifices.

CRAIG
Right.

36.



SENTHURAN
I love my daughters. But I gave up 
spending time with them so I could 
provide this. They can't see that. 
That's okay.

CRAIG
I love Dharini. You don't have to 
worry, Mr. Siveratne.

SENTHURAN
Fathers always worry about girls.

CRAIG
Of course.

SENTHURAN 
Sacrifices. You understand?

CRAIG
Yep.

SENTHURAN
So you going to be a business man? 
Or a family man?

CRAIG
Ahh, well my boss is showing me the 
ropes. One day, I could take over.

SENTHURAN
You'll be working weekends.

CRAIG
Nah, I'm Australian.

SENTHURAN
Okay. Family man then.

CRAIG
Well-

SENTHURAN
That's okay. I'm not insulting you.

CRAIG
Okay.

SENTHURAN
You want another beer?

CRAIG
Love one.
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SENTHURAN
(holds up his beer)

You know the first thing I noticed 
about Australia? You have these ... 
beer insulators.

CRAIG
Stubby holders.

SENTHURAN
Right, right. Stubby holders. I got 
dozens of them.

(grins)
My favourite is this one.

Senthuran shows Craig the stubby holder. Printed on the 
outside: "FBI - FEMALE BODY INSPECTOR"

They laugh.

INT. HELEN'S STUDY - NIGHT

Checking her e-mail, tears well in Helen's eyes. Radha enters 
behind her.

RADHA
Good night, Amma.

Helen wipes her eyes, keeping her back to Radha.

HELEN
Good night, Doo.

RADHA
What's wrong?

HELEN
Nothing.

Radha circles Helen and sees her tears.

RADHA
What did Tata say?

HELEN
No. It's Minesh. He's really sick.

RADHA
You have feelings for him, 
don't you?

HELEN
I'm just worried about him.

RADHA
(smiles)

You've had a crush on him for 
years.
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HELEN
I have not.

RADHA
Amma.

HELEN
Maybe a little one.

RADHA
You don't have to hide it from me.

Dharini enters, wearing pyjamas.

DHARINI
Hide what?

HELEN
Nothing.

DHARINI
What is it?

HELEN
It's a spiritual relationship. 
Y'all are so dirty-minded.

DHARINI
Minesh? Did he make a pass at you?

HELEN
No! He's very sick, Dharini.

RADHA
Whatever you say.

HELEN
I may need to go back.

RADHA
You just got here.

HELEN
This is really important to me.

RADHA 
Surely he's got his own family.

HELEN 
His energy is so depleted ...

RADHA 
You lose me when you start with 
that talk.

Dharini closes the door.
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DHARINI
(whispered)

Tata won't let you go back so soon.

HELEN
You remember Chandra's little 
daughter? She wants to come to 
Singapore and be a maid. She'll 
need help with the immigration 
papers. Tata will understand that.

DHARINI
Whatever. Just promise you'll be 
here for the wedding.

HELEN
I wouldn't miss your day for the 
world. Craig is really nice.

Senthuran walks in. Helen shuts her laptop.

SENTHURAN
What are you mutts conspiring 
about?

HELEN
Don't you knock?

SENTHURAN
You emailing your Indian Maraj 
again?

HELEN
You're a real Serpico.

SENTHURAN
How much money you given him?

HELEN
You think money is power.

SENTHURAN
I know it is. He's done something. 
I'll find out. Then you'll see how 
he's played you.

HELEN
You're right. I'm such an 
idiot. Maybe I do have brain 
damage after all.

This hits home with Senthuran.

SENTHURAN
(leaving)

This place stinks.
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RADHA
Akka's right. He'll never let you 
leave so soon.

HELEN
Guess I better be nice.

INT. LIVING ROOM - THE NEXT NIGHT

Kilani makes three cups of tea.

Adam, Radha and Helen sit on the couch, watching television.

Senthuran sits in a "Lazy Boy" with his feet up.

Kilani brings tea to everyone and takes a seat on the floor.

HELEN
(to Senthuran)

Sweetie, the James Bond movie is 
coming on next.

SENTHURAN
Where's the remote?

Helen playfully baits Senthuran with the remote control. As 
he grabs it, she tries to initiate a friendly tug-of-war. 
Senthuran rips the remote out of her hands.

The batteries roll under the couch.

Adam cringes.

SENTHURAN
See what happens when you're silly?

Senthuran gets on his hands and knees, looking for the 
batteries.

KILANI
I'll help, Tata.

Kilani reaches under the couch.

KILANI
I can reach them.

Senthuran shoves the couch.

Adam jumps off. Kilani retrieves the batteries and hands them 
to her father.

SENTHURAN
Thanks, Baby.

Senthuran settles back into his chair and changes the 
channel.
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The couch is left on a skewed angle. Adam, Radha and Helen 
watch the television with their heads turned to the side. 
Adam sneaks a look at Radha as if to ask: "Are we going to 
leave it like this?"

INT. SUPERMARKET/LOCKER ROOM - NIGHT

Kilani puts her school bag in her locker and buttons up her 
work uniform.

SUPERMARKET - NIGHT

Kilani scans items at the checkout. One item won't scan.

KILANI
(to customer)

Sorry.

She sees DUSTIN, 16, working in Fresh Produce.

KILANI
(waving him over)

Dustin! Can you get me a price 
check on Kent pumpkin?

DUSTIN
(flirty smile)

Sure.

Kilani smiles back.

INT. SIVERATNE HOUSE/KITCHEN - NIGHT

Helen scoops curry into a glass dish. Kilani sits on a stool 
at the kitchen bench. She wears a nightie and plays with a 
punnet of strawberries.

KILANI
Dustin says the strawberries on the 
shelf are frozen just before 
they're ripe. Then a year later 
they're unfrozen but ripen too 
quickly. By the time you're eating 
them they're rotting.

HELEN
Well, Minesh says that strawberries 
are full of toxins. I bought them 
for Tata. He's always eating sugar, 
salt, fat - all toxins.

Helen mixes a black powder into a glass of water.

HELEN
Of course, your father's jealous 
and thinks it's all stupid.
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KILANI
Well, it is kinda weird.

HELEN
Ignorant people say that.

KILANI
What is that? Eww it's like mud.

HELEN
It's an Ayurvedic herbal drink that 
Minesh makes especially for me. It 
replenishes my energy and rids my 
body of toxins.

KILANI
Yuck. What's in it?

HELEN
Just spices and tamarind and lots 
of other Ayurvedic herbs. Try some.

KILANI
No thanks!

HELEN
Suit yourself. I can't imagine what 
my insides were like before I met 
Minesh.

KILANI
You've lost weight. You look good.

HELEN
Do I? Really?

KILANI
Yeah.

HELEN
Yay! I'll have to tell Minesh.

Helen twirls her spoon through the mixture proudly.

KILANI 
You're such a teacher's pet.

HELEN
I know. I know. But he's putting 
all his effort into me now.

KILANI
Why's that?

Helen's demeanor dampens. The spoon twirling stops.

HELEN 
He's not doing so well.
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KILANI
What's wrong?

HELEN
All this work he does to help 
people, it's very draining. He uses 
up his 'Prana' much, much quicker 
than most people.

KILANI
I'm sure doctors could help him.

HELEN
No, no. What he needs, Western 
medicine can't provide.

KILANI
What does he need? Some kind of 
black market drugs?

HELEN
God, no. It's a special kind of 
healing. I just wish there was 
something I could do. You know? 
I've learned so much from him. 
Things I never thought were 
possible. I just ...

Kilani takes her mother's hand.

HELEN
Do you understand? What if it was 
Radha?

KILANI
Maybe one of Tata's friends at the 
Cricket Club ... ?

HELEN
(pulls away)

Tata'd just let Minesh die. 
Nothing'd make him happier.

Kilani bows her head.

KILANI
Are you in l-?

HELEN
No, it's not like that. It's 
spiritual. Not ... Look, I never 
amounted to much, but now...

KILANI
I think you amounted to plenty.
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HELEN
You have the sweetest heart. That's 
why I'm talking to you about this.

KILANI
What are you going to do then?

HELEN
Can you keep a secret?

KILANI
Sure.

HELEN
Lani, I need your help. Do you 
wanna help?

KILANI
Yeah, of course, Amma.

HELEN
Energy goes back and forth all the 
time between people. Do you believe 
that?

KILANI
I guess so.

HELEN
Well, holy men like Minesh give all 
their energy to those in need. It's 
very, very special but when the 
energy's gone ... well-

KILANI
Right.

HELEN
There's a holy ritual that Yogis 
perform to absorb this energy. It's 
very sacred. Lots of people have 
offered themselves, but Minesh has 
refused.

KILANI
Why?

HELEN
Because they would suffer. Only 
someone very youthful and pure can 
give enough energy back to him 
without affecting their health.

KILANI
How does he get the energy? Does he 
have to ... you know?
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HELEN
(bursts out laughing)

No! No! Oh God, it's not ... sex.

KILANI
So what actually is it?

HELEN
Well, when humans touch, energy is 
transferred between us. And there 
are levels of that ... interaction. 
Certain kinds of interactions yield 
greater energy. Certain people, 
like top athletes, um, virgins and 
... and super-healthy, non-
promiscuous people have this 
amazing energy to share.

KILANI
Amma, this sounds weird.

HELEN
Right. Why did I think you might 
understand?

KILANI
Help me to understand. You drink 
all this weird stuff, you don't use 
shampoo any more. And you've got, 
like, a shrine or something in the 
cupboard. To him.

HELEN
I'm asking for your help. Your 
help, Lani, and you're making it 
sound like I'm giving you away.

FOYER - CONTINUOUS

Keys rattle. The front door opens. Radha and Dharini enter, 
wearing lots of makeup.

RADHA
So what if he wants it in a church? 
You're still going to be wearing a 
sari.

DHARINI
That's not how I always dreamed my 
wedding would be.

They kick off their shoes and place them on the rack with 
several other pairs.

KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Helen acts natural. Dharini and Radha enter the kitchen.
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HELEN
Hey! How was it?

Radha shows off her makeup. 

RADHA
What do you think?

HELEN
Very nice.

Dharini blinks dramatically.

HELEN
Lovely! So you're going with this 
one?

DHARINI
Yeah. He used to do all the makeup 
on this TV show.

HELEN
How much?

RADHA
Seven hundred, including all the 
bridesmaids. Ma, you'd love him.

HELEN
Maybe just my eyes, I don't want 
any on my cheeks or lips.

Radha plays with her mother's hair.

RADHA
Amma, wash your hair.

HELEN
I do! I just don't use that toxic 
waste you put in yours.

Radha pulls a face of mock disgust at Kilani.

Kilani is preoccupied. Radha bounds over to her.

RADHA
Hey, fart breath.

Kilani doesn't react. Radha senses something's off.

HELEN
I bought rotting strawberries, 
apparently.

DHARINI
Nangi, have you chosen your song?
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KILANI
It's in three weeks.

DHARINI
Yeah. And I'm depending on you as 
my bridesmaid to be responsible 
about this. You should start 
practising.

KILANI
I'll choose a song tomorrow, 
alright? Okay?

RADHA
What's the problem? We interrupt 
something?

Kilani goes into her shell.

HELEN
I was just telling Kilani about 
Minesh.

DHARINI
How is he?

HELEN
He's still very sick.

Kilani watches.

RADHA
Is it bad?

HELEN
His life is in danger, yes.

Radha notices that Kilani has become tense.

RADHA
You know, Lani, Amma and Tata 
haven't had the world's most loving 
marriage...

KILANI
I'm not a baby. I don't care if 
Amma loves someone else.

RADHA
Okay.

HELEN
It's nothing. I was just telling 
her how sick he is. That's all. 
Think I muddled up some words.

Kilani gets up.
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KILANI
Whatever. I'm off to bed.

RADHA
Hey. You okay?

Radha grabs Kilani's arm. Kilani rips her arm free.

KILANI
Just fuck off.

RADHA
What?

DHARINI
Let her go. She's being a drama 
queen.

RADHA
No. Tell me what that was for.

KILANI
(to Helen)

You tell them.

Helen stares daggers at Kilani.

RADHA
Tell us what?

HELEN 
I was hoping Kilani would help 
Minesh.

KILANI
Tell them what you want me to do.

HELEN
I told you in confidence. You 
happy now?

RADHA
Why can you tell Kilani and 
not us?

HELEN
Because...

RADHA
Why? Amma just talk to us, we 
love you.

HELEN
Because she was the most 
suitable.

DHARINI
Suitable? What does that mean?
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Radha listens intently, a sense of dread welling.

HELEN
(to Kilani)

So much for you keeping secrets. 
Kilani has misunderstood this whole 
thing. This is going to save 
Minesh's life. You need to open 
your mind ... because this is a 
really spiritual thing.

KILANI
Amma asked me to ...

HELEN
I asked Kilani if she would help by 
offering a tiny part of her 
spiritual energy ... her essential 
life-force ... to give back Minesh 
the energy he needs to survive.

RADHA
How would she do that?

HELEN
It's a complicated ritual.

RADHA
Does he have sex with her?

HELEN
No! How could you say that? This is 
why I didn't want to tell you.

DHARINI
Why Lani?

HELEN
Because he has very specific needs 
for it to work.

RADHA
How could you do this?

HELEN
It's a lot of money.

(to Kilani)
A lot.

DHARINI
What?!

RADHA
Amma, that's prostitution.

HELEN
Don't be silly.
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RADHA
You're selling your daughter, our 
sister, to this Indian bastard.

HELEN
You remember when you were little, 
when you used to go to old Mr. 
Chang downstairs? Every day you 
held his hand, until one day Tata 
and I had to tell you that he was 
gone. You remember that? You gave 
that man so much in his time of 
need. That's what I was asking Lani 
to do.

RADHA
Be specific. Do they have to touch 
each other?

HELEN
There is some physical contact.

DHARINI
What kind? Massage?

HELEN
Yes.

RADHA
What else? Are they clothed?

HELEN
I'm not getting into this. You're 
just being judgemental.

KILANI
Why did you say I have to be pure?

On Radha - a bomb has detonated inside her.

RADHA
What's he done to you, Amma? I 
don't know who you are anymore.

HELEN
I thought y'all loved me. How could 
you do this to me now? You know 
what I've had to put up with from 
Tata. What I've sacrificed for you!

RADHA
How dare you! You're trying to turn 
this on us?!

FOYER - CONTINUOUS

The front door opens. Senthuran stumbles in, drunkenly. He 
kicks off his shoes.
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KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Everyone shuts up. Helen adjusts Kilani's nightie, covering 
her exposed shoulder. Everyone busies themselves with dinner 
preparations.

SENTHURAN
(sings)

Sharma, sharma!

Senthuran appears, dancing like a Bollywood movie star.

RADHA
Someone's had a good day.

SENTHURAN
(sings)

Sharma, sharma. What're we eating, 
mutts?

Kilani looks at the floor.

HELEN
Curry.

Radha's and Dharini's eyes meet. They embrace their father 
and give him a kiss on the cheek.

RADHA
Hi, Ta.

DHARINI
Hi, Ta.

DHARINI 
Do you like my makeup? It's for the 
wedding.

Senthuran smears a bit of the lipstick with his thumb.

SENTHURAN
(laughs)

Bit like a clown.

Dharini is hurt, but cops the insult.

Senthuran grabs a bottle of whiskey and a glass from the 
cupboard. He picks his teeth with his fingernail.

SENTHURAN
What was all the shouting about?

HELEN
No one was shouting.

Helen slides past Senthuran to put the curry in the 
microwave.

SENTHURAN
No?
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Senthuran tries to grab Helen but misses. He knocks the curry 
dish and it smashes.

HELEN
Great! Nice job.

SENTHURAN
It's an improvement.

RADHA
You're drunk. You need to lie down.

SENTHURAN
Speaking of lying. You all think 
I'm stupid, don't you?

HELEN 
No one thinks that.

SENTHURAN
What were you all shouting about?

Senthuran is standing on broken glass in bare feet.

RADHA
Ta, just go to bed. I'll bring some 
food up-

SENTHURAN
Answer me. Don't you fucking 
lie.

RADHA
Jesus. The wedding, alright?

Dharini shoots Radha a glance.

SENTHURAN
Since when do you care about fatty?

RADHA
Nice.

KILANI
It was the wedding, Tata. For 
God's sake!

SENTHURAN
(softens, to Kilani)

Baby, what were they arguing about?

Dharini hangs on what Kilani will say.

KILANI
I wanted to bring someone. Guy 
from work is all.

Senthuran looks at Dharini. She can't look at him.
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SENTHURAN
Well I'm paying. So I decide who's 
there.

(to Helen)
See? Money is power.

Dharini sees Senthuran's bleeding foot.

DHARINI
Are you okay, Ta? Let me help you.

Senthuran stubbornly limps out the room.

SENTHURAN (O.S.)
Ow! Shit!

Radha and Dharini look at Kilani, before running to attend to 
their father.

Helen picks up the broken glass and puts it in a plastic bag. 
Tears run down her cheeks.

Kilani watches, hesitates.

Helen washes her hands. She puts her muddy mixture aside and 
starts making tea. She bites her lip, trying to stop the 
tears.

Kilani puts a hand on Helen's shoulder and turns her around. 
A tiny whimper escapes Helen. She smiles and brushes Kilani's 
fringe.

HELEN
You know, when Minesh saw a photo 
of you girls he pointed to you and 
said: "I've known this one before".

Kilani withdraws.

HELEN
You're my greatest gift. You've 
made my crappy life worth living.

Kilani embraces Helen and hugs her tight.

KILANI
Amma ...

HELEN
No, it's true.

KILANI
I just want you to be happy.

HELEN
This will make me happy.

Kilani considers the proposal. She pulls away gently.
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KILANI
I can't, Amma. I just can't.

HELEN
Don't think of it as sex. Think of 
it as saving a life.

On Kilani - her world crashing down.

KILANI
I love you, but I'm sorry...

Kilani reaches out to touch Helen. Helen pulls away.

HELEN
That's it then.

Kilani is crushed.

DINING ROOM - NIGHT

Senthuran's foot is bandaged.

The family eats Chinese takeaway together.

Kilani absently shakes salt onto her meal.

Radha keeps a close eye on her.

HELEN
Kilani, that's too much.

Kilani pointedly sets the shaker down.

SENTHURAN
What's wrong with you?

HELEN
She works too hard at that 
supermarket. They should really be 
paying her more.

SENTHURAN
(scoffs)

Hard work?

RADHA
(rolls her eyes)

Lani, why don't you get ready for 
bed? Dharini and I will do the 
dishes.

Kilani shuffles away.

SENTHURAN
Night, Baby.
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KILANI
Night.

SENTHURAN
Hey, no kiss?

Kilani reluctantly returns and kisses her father on the 
cheek.

Radha glares at her mother.

HELEN 
So, I thought tomorrow maybe us 
girls could have lunch with Adam 
and Craig.

(to Dharini)
I'd like to get to know him better.

SENTHURAN
He's in air-conditioning.

Helen forces a laugh.

Dharini knows she has to smile.

LIVING ROOM - AN HOUR LATER

Senthuran snores on the couch.

KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Radha and Dharini do the dishes. Helen makes tea.

RADHA
Amma ...

HELEN
I don't want to talk about it.

RADHA
I don't care. Just what the hell 
were you thinking?

DHARINI
Nangi ...

RADHA
Akka, you heard yourself.

DHARINI
Keep your voice down.

RADHA
It doesn't matter if you meant 
well-
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HELEN
Do you really think I'd ask 
Lani to do anything that would 
harm her?

DHARINI
Shush!

RADHA
I don't know, Amma. I don't know 
what this man's put in your head, 
but it needs to stop.

HELEN
Don't blame Minesh. Get mad at me 
if you like, but don't ever blame 
him.

RADHA
We get it, he's a god. He can do no 
wrong. Even if he wants to fuck my 
little sister.

Helen slaps Radha. She immediately regrets it and tries to 
hug her.

HELEN
No, I'm sorry, Doo. I didn't m-

RADHA
I should hit you back.

Radha backs away from Helen.

RADHA
You deserve it. But I won't, 
because you don't hit people you 
love.

Radha exits.

HELEN
She'll be okay. I'll explain it to 
y'all properly tomorrow. I promise. 
I really want you to see that it's 
a good thing.

DHARINI
I believe you, Amma.

Helen smiles and kisses Dharini's cheek.

RADHA'S BEDROOM - MIDNIGHT

Radha lies in bed, troubled. She climbs out from the covers.
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UPSTAIRS HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Radha creeps along in the dark and quietly opens the door to 
Kilani's room.

Kilani is sound asleep.

Radha relaxes. She moves to another door and opens it.

Inside, Senthuran snores. Helen's side of the bed is empty.

KITCHEN - MOMENTS LATER

Radha turns on the lights. The kitchen is empty.

FOYER - MOMENTS LATER

Radha checks the shoe rack.

There is a gap where Helen's shoes should be.

INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - CONTINUOUS

An empty luggage carousel revolves.

Helen sleeps on a row of seats. Her phone rings, waking her.

On phone - "Radha calling".

Helen cancels the call. She looks at the departure board and 
checks her watch. She shoulders her handbag and walks with 
her luggage in tow.

INT. SIVERATNE HOUSE/KITCHEN - MORNING

Wrapped in a blanket and staring out the window, Radha nurses 
a cup of coffee.

Dharini enters, yawning.

RADHA
Amma's gone.

DHARINI
What do you mean?

RADHA
She left.

DHARINI
She's spending the day with us.

RADHA
She lied to you, Akka.

DHARINI
Where is she?
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RADHA
Her luggage is missing.

DHARINI 
What did you say to her?

RADHA
I haven't seen her since last 
night.

DHARINI
So get her back.

RADHA 
Okay. What're you gonna do 
exactly?

DHARINI
I'm getting married in three weeks. 
You should have just kept your 
mouth shut.

RADHA
Doesn't it bother you? What she 
said to Kilani?

DHARINI
Amma's clearly gotten confused. But 
you pushed her away. Now fix it.

RADHA
Fine. Bury your head in the sand as 
usual.

DHARINI
I've learned to watch my tongue. 
'Cause this is what happens.

RADHA
I've always stuck up for you and 
copped beatings for it.

DHARINI
You deserved every one of them.

Radha walks away. Regretting what she said, Dharini watches 
Radha leave.

RADHA'S BEDROOM - DAY

Radha sits on her bed talking on the telephone.

RADHA
(into phone)

Amma ... come home. No one's 
going to tell Tata.
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INT. SINGAPORE - AYURVEDA CLINIC - DAY

In a sparse room, Helen sits on one of three bunk beds. 

Intercut between Radha and Helen.

HELEN
Minesh needs me.

RADHA
We're your family. I'm telling you 
we need you. Don't you care?

HELEN
Of course I care. And that's 
unfair.

RADHA
Is this the only thing that will 
make you happy?

HELEN
I'm not going to talk about this 
when you're in a state.

RADHA
What have you got to hide? If it's 
so spiritual, then there's nothing 
wrong with it, right? Right?

HELEN
Minesh is going to die now. I 
realise now that I couldn't rely on 
anyone after all.

INT. RADHA'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Radha shakes with rage.

RADHA
(into phone)

What about Lani? Who's she rely on? 
Her own mother wants to give her up 
to a disgusting old man so he can 
fuck her! Tata's right. You've been 
played and you're too in love or 
too stupid to see it. You're not a 
mother!

Radha slams the telephone down.

KILANI'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Having heard the conversation, Kilani curls up on her bed.

EXT. PLAYGROUND - NIGHT

Sitting on a merry-go-round, Adam cuddles Radha.
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RADHA
I messed up.

ADAM
It's not your fault.

RADHA
I encouraged her. Years ago.

Adam squeezes her.

ADAM
You were a child.

RADHA
I need to get on a plane.

ADAM
Your Dad checks your bank account. 
He'll know straight away.

RADHA
I was hoping...

ADAM
Babe. I can barely afford a night 
out.

RADHA
Have you told your parents what's 
happened?

Adam drops his gaze, knowing what is coming.

ADAM
The basics.

RADHA
Could you maybe ask them?

ADAM
My Dad's business is ... Things are 
not great for us. We just don't 
have that kind of money to lend.

RADHA
Why don't I talk to them?

ADAM
No. Please don't put them in that 
situation.

RADHA
I'll pay them back.
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ADAM
Don't you understand? They simply 
don't have the money. Not everyone 
is like your family.

RADHA
How dare you patronize me. You 
Australians, you're so cold. This 
is why this place is fucked. Nobody 
helps each other.

ADAM
Here's an idea, ask your arsehole 
father for the money then. He's got 
plenty of it and loves to show it 
off!

Adam gets up and leaves.

RADHA
(yelling after him)

I've told you everything he did to 
us and you still don't get it! You 
want me to fucking beg him, don't 
you?!

INT. RADHA'S CAR - NIGHT

All dressed up, Kilani runs out of the house and gets into 
Radha's car.

RADHA'S CAR - TRAVELLING - NIGHT

RADHA
I spoke to Amma.

KILANI
Urgh, these shoes are killing me 
already.

RADHA
She was concerned about you. She 
didn't mean to hurt you.

KILANI
(faking a smile)

I know.

RADHA
You know how silly she gets.

KILANI
Yeah.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - NIGHT

Radha pulls up outside a house with teenagers drinking on the 
lawn.
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RADHA'S CAR - CONTINUOUS

Radha adjusts Kilani's earrings.

RADHA
You look pretty. Call me when 
you're ready. Doesn't matter how 
late.

Kilani gets out of the car.

KILANI
Thanks, Akka.

Radha watches Kilani join the party.

EXT. HOUSE PARTY - NIGHT

A teenage boy gets pushed into a pool.

Teenagers drink, smoke and dance to loud music.

A girl vomits. Her friends hold her hair back.

A couple makes out.

Wine bottle in hand, Dustin leads Kilani away from the house.

EXT. PARK - NIGHT

Sitting on the grass, Kilani drinks, wine spilling down her 
chin. Dustin tips the bottle, forcing her to drink more.

DUSTIN
(laughing)

Keep going.

Kilani pulls away and the wine spills on her legs. She laughs 
drunkenly. Dustin wipes the wine from Kilani's bare thighs.

DUSTIN
Woops.

Dustin's hand moves up Kilani's thigh. She tenses, but allows 
him to continue. Dustin leans in and kisses her.

Kilani lies back and closes her eyes. Dustin kisses her neck 
and unbuttons her top, exposing her bra. He reaches beneath 
her to unclip it. He fumbles for a short time and they both 
laugh.

KILANI
I'll do it.

She undoes her bra and exposes her breasts.

KILANI
I know they're small.
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DUSTIN
No, they're perfect.

KILANI
Have you got a condom?

DUSTIN
(delighted)

Really?

CUT TO:

Shirtless, Dustin lies on top of Kilani.

KILANI
It's my first time.

DUSTIN
Me too.

Kilani grimaces as he penetrates her.

DUSTIN
Does it hurt?

KILANI
Yeah, but in a good way.

They laugh.

KILANI
Don't laugh. Keep going.

Dustin does what he is told. Kilani embraces him.

CUT TO:

They lie beside one another on the grass.

DUSTIN
Truth or dare?

KILANI
Um ... truth.

DUSTIN
Okay. Is it true your dad dragged 
you away from Leah's party last 
year?

Kilani's mood dampens.

DUSTIN
Sorry. No big deal.

64.



KILANI
He was angry because he didn't know 
where I was and he'd been driving 
around all night looking for me. 
Toby just got in the way.

Dustin leans over to kiss her.

KILANI
He used to be a lot worse ...

Dustin reconsiders and lies back down.

KILANI
... especially to my mom. I don't 
know why she stayed.

DUSTIN
Probably for you.

KILANI
She doesn't love me.

DUSTIN
Why you think that?

KILANI
Because she wanted me to sleep with 
an old man.

DUSTIN
Gross. Are you sure?

KILANI
I said "no" and now she hates me.

A long silence. Dustin cuddles her. Kilani snuggles into him.

DUSTIN
But you still wanted to sleep 
with me?

KILANI
Yeah, well, you're cute.

He kisses her.

HOUSE PARTY - NIGHT

On cloud nine, Kilani struts through the crowd, carrying two 
bottles of beer.

She stops dead in her tracks.

Dustin laughs with his mates, gesturing with his fingers and 
smelling them. His mates burst out laughing and congratulate 
him. He tries to rub his fingers under his friend's nose. His 
friend recoils and jumps away, laughing.
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Kilani is crushed.

INT. CRAIG & DHARINI'S HOUSE - DAY

Radha prepares to make tea. In the background, Craig unpacks 
Dharini's belongings.

DHARINI
What are you doing?

RADHA
Making tea.

DHARINI
No, I'll do it.

Dharini blocks Radha from making the tea. Radha walks around 
the other side of the bench.

RADHA
Have you talked to Kilani?

DHARINI
(to Craig)

Babe, Babe.

Craig is mounting a framed picture on the wall.

DHARINI
I want that in the bedroom. Above 
the bed.

RADHA
She's putting on a brave face, but 
she's still hurting.

DHARINI
(hands her a cup of tea)

So, stop bringing it up then.

Radha bites her tongue and stirs sugar into her tea.

RADHA
I need help with something.

Radha places her teaspoon on the bench. Dharini wipes the 
area and puts the spoon in the sink.

RADHA
I'm going to speak to Tata. I need 
you to come with me.

DHARINI
You're not gonna tell him.
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RADHA
No. I just need money to get to 
Singapore. You won't have to say 
anything. I just need your support. 

DHARINI
Don't put this on me. He's just let 
me move in.

RADHA
He won't take me seriously unless 
we're both there. You want Amma 
back for the wedding, right?

DHARINI
No. I can't risk it. I've been 
waiting my whole life for this. 
I'll be free. You were always 
the pretty one. And I've 
finally got my chance. Please, 
Nangi, don't ruin it.

RADHA
What about Amma and Lani?

DHARINI
It'll blow over like it always 
does. Trust me.

EXT. AMERICAN CLUB - SINGAPORE - DAY

Unkempt, Helen sits at a table under a sun umbrella, keenly 
watching the activity around a swimming pool. Everyone is 
white, except for the Singaporean staff.

Two blonde 16-year-old beauties, CHELSEA and BRITTANY, 
sunbathe near the water's edge.

Helen makes a beeline for the girls.

HELEN
Hey, y'all. Where you from?

CHELSEA
Boise, Idaho.

HELEN
You liking Singapore?

BRITTANY
Yeah. Great shopping.

Helen strips to her bathing suit and lies between the two.

HELEN
How old are you?
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CHELSEA
Sixteen.

HELEN 
I've got a daughter your age.

CHELSEA
Yeah?

HELEN
How long are y'all in Singapore?

BRITTANY
Another week.

HELEN
I bet the boys go crazy over you 
two.

BRITTANY
Yeah, we were on the beach the 
other day and this guy would not 
leave Chelsea alone.

HELEN
Chelsea. I'm Helen.

BRITTANY
I'm Brittany.

HELEN
I love your skin.

BRITTANY
Thank you.

HELEN
How old you think I am?

BRITTANY
Ummm.

HELEN
Go on, guess.

CHELSEA
Forty...

BRITTANY
Yeah, forties.

HELEN
I'm nearly forty-six.

BRITTANY
Okay.

CHELSEA
Cool.
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HELEN
Ayurveda is the key. Have you heard 
of it?

Chelsea checks her phone, losing interest in the 
conversation.

CHELSEA
N-no.

HELEN
It's a health lifestyle. Like yoga.

BRITTANY
My aunt is into stuff like that.

HELEN
Really?

An awkward pause. The girls are clearly just humouring Helen.

HELEN 
So, you like parties?

BRITTANY
Sure.

HELEN
I just happen to know where the 
best parties in Singapore are. 
Wanna come to one?

The girls look at each other.

BRITTANY
Well, we kinda met these guys-

HELEN
You get paid too. How good is that? 
Paid to party.

CHELSEA
(chuckles)

That doesn't sound dodgy.

HELEN
It's not. Why would you think that?

BRITTANY
O-kay. This is getting weird.

Two security guards pick Helen up and drag her away.

SECURITY GUARD
If we see you here again, you'll be 
talking to the police.
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HELEN
Don't touch me! I'm an American! 
Let go of me!

Horrified, Brittany and Chelsea watch Helen struggle as she 
is frog marched out. Dumbfounded, other Americans stare.

EXT. SCHOOL ASSEMBLY - DAY

Hundreds of students are gathered in a quadrangle. The 
Principal's muffled address is heard. Two boys and a girl 
stand behind Kilani.

BOY 1
(whispered)

Ooh, Dustin, it's my first time.

Kilani glances over her shoulder.

BOY 2
(whispered)

Ooh, it hurts so good.

Stiffening, Kilani tries to ignore them. A blonde cheerleader 
type giggles.

CHEERLEADER
(whispered)

Mummy doesn't love me any more. 
Mummy's my pimp.

They all snicker.

BOY 2
(whispered)

That's so harsh!

Kilani struggles to hide her humiliation.

BOY 1
(whispered)

But Mum, I don't wanna be a 
prostitute!

INT. KILANI'S BEDROOM - DAY

Radha gathers Kilani's dirty clothes from the floor.

RADHA
(to herself)

Disgusting.

She reaches under Kilani's bed for a sock.

Under the bed, she sees several alcohol bottles. Radha sorts 
through them and finds a razor. She pockets it.

Radha sits back on her haunches, stifling tears.
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EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - DAY

Wearing hard hats, Senthuran and his brother-in-law supervise 
a work site.

Also wearing a hard hat, Radha waits close by.

BROTHER-IN-LAW
The new ones are coming Thursday.

SENTHURAN
No. Make it happen today. Think. 
Use your head, man.

Senthuran shakes his head. The brother-in-law lingers.

SENTHURAN
Go!

Radha approaches.

RADHA
Are you ready?

SENTHURAN
I gotta whip these guys into line.

Senthuran hands Radha some cash.

SENTHURAN
Get me something.

RADHA
We need to talk about Amma. She 
needs help.

Senthuran studies a blueprint.

SENTHURAN
I could have told you that 
years ago.

RADHA
I'm serious. She's changed. She's a 
totally different person.

SENTHURAN
She's just mad at me, trying to 
make me jealous of this Indian 
bugger.

RADHA 
I don't think you realize how 
desperate it is. I want to go to 
Singapore. I've got to get her away 
from Minesh. Otherwise, we're going 
to lose her.
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SENTHURAN
You were the one who thought all 
this nonsense was good for her.

RADHA
I was eleven. Please, I need your 
help. Minesh is ... bad for her.

SENTHURAN
What's he done?

RADHA
Nothing.

SENTHURAN 
He ask Amma to do something?

Radha hesitates.

SENTHURAN
You don't get a single cent until I 
know what's going on.

RADHA
Amma is beginning to scare me with 
some of the things she is saying.

SENTHURAN
What does she say? She's saying 
she's going to divorce me now, take 
my money and give it all to him?

RADHA
No, Ta. It's not about you.

SENTHURAN
Who's it about then?

Radha doesn't answer.

SENTHURAN
Don't lie to me.

RADHA
You remember the night Amma left?

(takes a breath)
She wanted to speak to Lani about 
something.

SENTHURAN
Did she ask Lani to do something?

Radha nods.

SENTHURAN
Something with Minesh?

Radha chokes back tears.
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SENTHURAN
Come here.

Senthuran embraces Radha.

RADHA
It's not her fault. He's got her 
thinking all messed up.

SENTHURAN
I know. Don't worry, we'll get her 
back.

RADHA
Let me go. You'll scare her off. We 
could lose her altogether.

Senthuran sits.

RADHA
I couldn't live with myself if I 
don't try. I'm begging you, give me 
the money. It's my fault she left.

Stifling his anger, Senthuran looks to his daughter 
reassuringly.

SENTHURAN
It's not your fault. It's mine. I 
love her like crazy. Always have. 
Let me win her back.

Radha is affected by her father's sincerity.

INT. SIVERATNE HOUSE/SENTHURAN'S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Senthuran packs a suitcase. He stops and thinks.

KILANI'S BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Kilani stares at her computer screen blankly. There is a 
knock at the door.

SENTHURAN (O.S.)
Baby? Can I come in?

Kilani opens a textbook and pretends to be studying.

KILANI
Yeah, Ta.

Senthuran enters. Kilani steels herself and faces him.

SENTHURAN
I'm going away for a few days.

KILANI
Okay.
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SENTHURAN
If you need anything, call me on my 
Singapore number.

KILANI
Are you going to see Amma?

SENTHURAN
She'll come back with me.

KILANI
Okay.

SENTHURAN
You know ... we mustn't take her 
too seriously sometimes.

Kilani nods, avoiding his gaze.

SENTHURAN
How's school?

KILANI
Yeah, really good.

SENTHURAN
You never bring your friends over.

KILANI
They live far.

SENTHURAN
Okay.

Senthuran lingers, not knowing what to do.

SENTHURAN
I'll bring you back some duty 
free. Tom Ford?

Kilani's eyes are closed, wishing her father would leave.

KILANI
Yep. Sounds great. Thanks.

He exits, then comes straight back.

SENTHURAN
Or I could get Chanel?

Kilani doesn't respond.

SENTHURAN
Anyway. Okay. Bye.

KILANI
Bye.
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INT. AEROPLANE - NIGHT

Sitting in business class and sipping whiskey, Senthuran's 
overhead light is the only one on.

INT. ADAM'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Adam lies in bed. Radha climbs under the covers and puts an 
arm around him. He hugs her tight and kisses her.

EXT. STREET - SINGAPORE - DAY

Chandra, now 36, gets off a bus, buckling under the weight of 
carrying eight bags of groceries.

EXT. WEALTHY HOUSE - DAY

Puffing, Chandra shuffles towards a mansion. A Chinese couple 
and their two children open the front door. Chandra holds the 
security door open for them. The Chinese family gets into 
their Mercedes.

CHINESE WOMAN
Chandra, the bathtub needs 
cleaning.

CHANDRA
I do it now, Madam.

INT. WEALTHY HOUSE/BATHROOM - DAY

On hands and knees with her dress rolled up, Chandra scrubs a 
bathtub. The doorbell rings.

FOYER - MOMENTS LATER

Chandra opens the front door, revealing Senthuran through the 
security door.

SENTHURAN (SUBTITLED)
(in Sinhalese)

Hello, Chandra.

Chandra bows her head.

CHANDRA (SUBTITLED)
(in Sinhalese)

Hello, Boss.

EXT. WEALTHY HOUSE - DAY

Senthuran and Chandra talk in the shade.

SENTHURAN
They making you work Sundays?

CHANDRA
I not complain.
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SENTHURAN
How's your mother?

CHANDRA
I send her more money. But she too 
old to care for my daughter.

SENTHURAN
How old is Ramya now?

CHANDRA
Fifteen. I try to get her here. Mr. 
Leung has many friends who want 
maids.

Senthuran scribbles on a notepad.

SENTHURAN
Contact my friend in Immigration. 
Tell them I sent you.

He rips the page out, but doesn't hand it over.

SENTHURAN
Where's Helen?

INT. AYURVEDIC CLINIC - NIGHT

Alone, Helen sweeps the floor. She has lost weight and looks 
more haggard than ever.

Senthuran stands in the doorway watching.

Helen sees Senthuran and stops sweeping. They stare at one 
another.

HELEN
You're trespassing.

Senthuran walks in and looks the place over.

SENTHURAN
So, this is your home away from 
home.

HELEN
It's peaceful here.

SENTHURAN
The girls never stop asking 
about you.

HELEN
I just swept there.

Senthuran ignores her, edging closer.
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SENTHURAN
Come home. Our first-born daughter 
is getting married.

HELEN
My children don't want to know me 
anymore.

SENTHURAN
You're making excuses. Don't punish 
them because of me.

HELEN
I'm not negotiating with you.

SENTHURAN
I want you to come home. You're 
still my wife and I miss waking up 
beside you.

Helen doesn't speak in fear of crying.

SENTHURAN
I love you.

HELEN
You needed to do this years ago.

SENTHURAN
I'm doing it now.

HELEN
It's not enough now. I've found 
what I want.

SENTHURAN
You think he loves you? He just 
wants my money.

HELEN
I told you. He doesn't need money.

Helen opens a cupboard and puts the broom inside. Senthuran 
follows.

SENTHURAN 
I know what you asked Kilani.

Helen is speechless.

HELEN
You know what Radha told you. 
Which is probably a lie.

SENTHURAN
You're being played. Don't let 
him make a fool of you. 

(MORE)
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He's just using you to get to 
her. And you know it.

Helen turns white and leans against the cupboard for support.

SENTHURAN
These guys are all crooks. You're 
beautiful, fragile, but you've 
always been gullible. He's praying 
on you and now he's got control 
over you.

HELEN
That's all you want. Control over 
me. You can't stand it, can you? 
The fact that I follow another man? 
A better man.

SENTHURAN
You're right. I'm no angel. At 
least I don't send out my followers 
to find virgins for me.

HELEN
It was my idea.

SENTHURAN
My wife used to be so fiercely 
protective of her daughters. He's 
brainwashed you. I'll make sure he 
goes to jail.

HELEN 
You can't touch him. He is beyond 
all of us. He can perform miracles.

SENTHURAN
Can he walk through bars?

Helen tries to squeeze past Senthuran. He grabs her arm.

HELEN
Let go. You don't own me any more. 
After you smashed my head into the 
floor, I played the good wife. I 
put up with you. But I never loved 
you. I only stayed for the 
children.

Senthuran punches Helen. She collapses. He grabs her by the 
hair and punches her again. She screams.

SENTHURAN
You tried to give my daughter 
away!

SENTHURAN (CONT'D)
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INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - NIGHT

Radha squeezes Adam's hand.

The International Arrival doors open, revealing Senthuran.

RADHA
I should have gone.

ADAM
You had no option.

Senthuran approaches. He hugs Radha and shakes hands with 
Adam.

RADHA
What happened?

SENTHURAN
We'll talk in the car.

RADHA
No, Ta. Now. What happened?

SENTHURAN 
She lives like a slave. I begged 
her to come home. She won't come.

RADHA
No, Ta! There's got to be a way. 
There are people who can help. 
Psychologists... we've got to get 
her back-

Senthuran hugs Radha tightly.

SENTHURAN
I did everything I could. I really 
tried. But I couldn't save her. She 
said she doesn't love us anymore.

Senthuran looks into Radha's eyes.

SENTHURAN
We have to let her go.

INT. CRAIG AND DHARINI'S HOUSE - NIGHT

Dharini nearly chokes on her dessert as she laughs. Craig 
wipes tears of laughter from his eyes.

JOHN, 55, and MARGARET, 52, Craig's parents, sit opposite.

JOHN
He's telling me "Dog! Dog". He's 
pointing at the menu, but it's all 
in Chinese. I can't read it. "Dog! 
You know, quack quack", he says.
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Everyone laughs.

MARGARET
Ahhhh dear.

JOHN
Now, Dharini. I've got something 
very serious to discuss with you.

Dharini tenses. Craig rolls his eyes, knowing a joke is 
coming.

JOHN
You got three days, Love. You can 
still back out. It's not too late.

Everyone laughs.

JOHN
You really don't have to spend the 
rest of your life with this 
Dropkick!

Dharini covers her mouth as she giggles.

MARGARET
Be careful. Look what I got stuck 
with.

John feigns being hurt.

MARGARET
If you want to know what he's going 
to look like in thirty years ...

She pats John's belly.

JOHN
Hey, hey. Ease up. I've been 
exercising.

MARGARET
Mowing the lawn doesn't count.

JOHN
That's a bit harsh.

(grabs her waist)
What do you call these love 
handles?

Margaret squirms and giggles.

MARGARET
So, everything's been organized?

DHARINI
Yep.
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MARGARET
Sorted out the photographer?

DHARINI
Yes.

MARGARET
Now, we're no longer sitting with 
Jim and Loretta?

CRAIG
No. They're sitting with Geoff and 
Anne.

JOHN
Better not let them near the cake 
until everyone's had a piece.

Dharini laughs. Craig shakes his head.

MARGARET
When's your Mum arriving?

DHARINI
Day after tomorrow.

MARGARET
She must be so excited.

Dharini eats a piece of her cake.

DHARINI
Mmmmm. Very.

JOHN
She's really into all that Yoga 
stuff, isn't she?

DHARINI
Yeah, she is.

JOHN
Might get her to take a look at my 
back.

Margaret playfully slaps John's hand.

MARGARET
She's not here to look after the 
likes of you. She's here for her 
daughter.

John puts his hands up.

MARGARET
There's no prouder moment for a 
mother than seeing her daughter get 
married.
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Dharini tries to hide how much this affects her.

JOHN 
And we'll finally be rid of 
this guy.

Everyone laughs. Dharini plays along.

INT. UTILITY ROOM - NIGHT

On the telephone, Dharini sits on the floor.

DHARINI
(into phone)

If you jump on a plane now, you can 
still get here. I'll pay for it.

(beat)
Your problem is with Tata, not with 
me. Don't you want to see me get 
married?

(beat)
But I'm only going to get married 
once.

Dharini fights tears.

DHARINI
You promised, remember? You're not 
trying, Amma. Tata came to see you 
to fix things. Doesn't that mean 
anything to you? Hello? Amma?

A photo text comes through on Dharini's phone.

She checks it.

DHARINI
No.

Shocked, she covers her mouth as tears well in her eyes.

INT. CHURCH FOYER - DAY

Dharini is dressed in a beautiful wedding sari. Senthuran 
guides her down the aisle. Kilani sings.

Craig waits at a dais, teary with joy. Dressed in a sari, 
Radha dabs at her mascara.

Choked up, Kilani's singing quavers.

Seeing Craig's emotion, Dharini smiles at him lovingly.

CUT TO:

Dharini tries to sign the wedding register, but her hand 
shakes so much that she ruins the signature.
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The Celebrant hands Dharini another certificate. Dharini 
tries again, but ruins the signature worse than before. Not 
so graciously, the Celebrant flips through a folder to find 
another certificate.

INT. RECEPTION HALL - NIGHT

Dharini and Craig cut the cake. The guests cheer.

CUT TO:

Craig and Dharini waltz.

CUT TO:

Dharini throws the bouquet. A crowd of women scramble for it.

CUT TO:

At the end of the night, Craig and Dharini make their way 
around a circle of guests. Dharini reaches Radha and Adam. 
Radha embraces her.

RADHA
I'm so happy for you, Akka. You 
really deserve this.

DHARINI
You should have gone to Singapore.

Radha is hurt.

A BRIDESMAID, 19, interrupts, hugging Dharini.

BRIDESMAID
You look so beautiful! You're just 
so gorgeous!

Over the bridesmaid's shoulder, Dharini holds Radha's gaze.

CUT TO:

Drunk and overjoyed, Senthuran shakes Craig's hand 
vigorously. Dharini is beside Craig.

CRAIG
Thanks, Senthuran!

SENTHURAN
Hey! It's "Dad".

They laugh and embrace. Senthuran gives Dharini a bear hug. 
She reluctantly kisses him on the cheek.

SENTHURAN
We've come through so much, Baby. 
I love you.
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Indian dance music plays. Senthuran jumps up and dances, 
getting others to join in. He is the life of the party.

SENTHURAN
Come on, everybody!

Dharini watches Senthuran. He twirls around a bridesmaid. He 
swings his hips, having a good time.

A cousin grabs Dharini.

COUSIN
Hey, dance with me!

Senthuran grabs Radha and Adam and dances with them. Radha 
laughs as Senthuran sweeps her away in a waltz.

BATHROOM - NIGHT

A group of women check their makeup.

Sitting inside a toilet cubicle, Dharini cries silently. 
Tortured.

CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS

Sitting on a step, Kilani drinks from a bottle of champagne. 
She checks a text on her phone.

On phone - From Helen: "If you do this for me, I will come 
home. I love you."

Not knowing how to react, Kilani stares blankly.

INT. SIVERATNE HOUSE/SENTHURAN'S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Senthuran is too drunk to remove his shoes.

SENTHURAN
Dharini made me proud today.

RADHA
That will mean the world to her. 
Lift up your feet.

Radha slips his shoes off. Senthuran fumbles with his shirt. 
Radha unbuttons it.

SENTHURAN
Don't worry, Baby. Your day will 
come.

RADHA
I know.

Senthuran gets into bed. Radha tucks him in.

84.



SENTHURAN
I know I should have done things 
differently. I'm too proud.

Radha sits on the bed.

SENTHURAN
(falling asleep)

I miss her.

RADHA
Me too.

STUDY - A SHORT TIME LATER

Radha sits in her father's chair, watching traffic.

A car pulls into the driveway.

FOYER - MOMENTS LATER

Radha opens the door. Dharini is wearing a tracksuit and 
looking distraught.

RADHA
What are you doing here? Where's 
Craig?

DHARINI
I couldn't sleep until I talked to 
you.

RADHA
What's wrong?

DHARINI
I spoke to Amma the other night. I 
was begging her to come to the 
wedding.

RADHA
She's too far gone.

DHARINI
She was in hospital.

Radha realizes the implication.

DHARINI
He broke her jaw.

Radha seizes up with righteous rage.

KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Dharini follows Radha into the kitchen. Radha braces herself 
against the kitchen bench.
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RADHA
Go get Lani.

Dharini backs away, nodding.

Radha grabs a knife and flies up the stairs.

UPSTAIRS HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Radha throws open the door to Senthuran's bedroom. 

Inside, he snores peacefully.

Radha raises the knife-

DHARINI (O.S.)
Nangi!

Radha hides the knife as Dharini flies in, panicked.

Radha hears vomiting from Kilani's room.

KILANI'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Kilani is draped over her bed. Pills and vomit everywhere.

Radha drops the knife and scoops Kilani up.

BATHROOM - CONTINUOUS

Dharini helps Radha drag Kilani, hoisting her over the 
bathtub.

RADHA 
Lani! What did you take?

KILANI
(slurred)

Akka ...

RADHA
What did you take, Lani?

Kilani whimpers.

Radha puts two fingers down Kilani's throat.

Kilani vomits up a dozen more tablets.

RADHA
Is that it?

Kilani wails.

RADHA
How many did you take?
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KILANI
I don't know.

RADHA
Are you going to vomit again?

Kilani nods. She waits for a moment, then vomits up more 
pills.

DHARINI
I'll wake Tata.

Dharini sees the knife on the carpet on her way out. She 
steps over it.

INT. RADHA'S CAR - TRAVELLING - NIGHT

Radha speeds. Beside her, Dharini reaches back, holding 
Kilani's hand. In the back, Senthuran cradles Kilani.

RADHA
Stay awake, Lani. Don't fall 
asleep.

Kilani closes her eyes.

RADHA
Ta, slap her. Keep her awake.

In shock, Senthuran doesn't respond.

RADHA
Slap her!

Senthuran's shaking hand caresses Kilani's hair.

Radha slams on the brakes. She reaches back and slaps Kilani.

RADHA
Stay awake!

Kilani wakes and whimpers.

RADHA
Keep hitting her!

On Senthuran - he can't.

KILANI
(slurred)

Sorry, Akka.

RADHA
It's not your fault. None of this 
is your fault.
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INT. HOSPITAL - CORRIDOR - NIGHT

Paramedics push Kilani along on a gurney. She disappears 
behind two swinging doors.

Senthuran tries to follow, but Radha stops him. He tries to 
shove her aside.

Radha doesn't budge. She blocks the way.

SENTHURAN
Move.

RADHA
We know what you did to Amma.

SENTHURAN
What did I do? Tell me.

RADHA
You put her in hospital again.

SENTHURAN
She's lying. I thought you were 
smart.

RADHA
No, Tata. I've been so dumb for so 
long.

Radha slaps him. People waiting are shocked.

RADHA
But you've made me smart.

Senthuran winds up to hit her, then sees all the people 
staring at him. A few men get to their feet, ready to 
intervene.

Radha takes Dharini's arm.

RADHA
Let's go, Akka.

DHARINI
No.

Dharini pulls away from Radha.

RADHA
Akka?

SENTHURAN
Dharini, she's manipulating you as 
usual.
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DHARINI
Tata, I forgave every single slap. 
But you enjoyed my wedding while I 
suffered. That, I can't forgive. 
Goodbye, Tata.

Senthuran seethes. Men from the crowd appear behind him.

SENTHURAN
Hey! That's my daughter in there.

One BIG GUY, 30s, rests a hand on him.

BIG GUY
Easy fella.

SENTHURAN
Get the fuck off me.

BIG GUY
Easy.

Radha takes Dharini's hand and they back away.

SENTHURAN
That's my daughter. My daughter!

Big Guy stays calm, but holds Senthuran back.

SENTHURAN
I'm not done! I'll be waiting!

Everyone in the waiting room stares at Senthuran.

BIG GUY
Just calm down.

SENTHURAN
(tears flowing)

You calm down. You calm down.

Senthuran crumples, sobbing. Men awkwardly try to soothe him.

HOSPITAL WARD - A SHORT TIME LATER

Radha and Dharini embrace Kilani. Sitting upright in bed, 
Kilani hugs them.

RADHA
You're okay. Just rest for now.

KILANI
Can you stay here?

RADHA
We're both staying.

Kilani grips their hands.
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DHARINI
Stay with her. I'll go and get your 
things.

RADHA
What do you mean?

DHARINI
You're both moving in with me.

RADHA
What about Craig?

DHARINI
I'm not seeing my nangis live with 
Tata. I'm the eldest and it's my 
job to look after you both.

RADHA
One minute. I'll be back.

WAITING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Senthuran sits alone, head in hands.

Radha approaches.

Senthuran looks up.

SENTHURAN
Got something smart to say?

RADHA
Nope. Just wanted to show you 
something.

Radha holds up her thumb and presses it into her hand, 
squashing an imaginary bug.

RADHA
That's you.

Radha backs away, eyeballing Senthuran.

INT. SINGAPORE AIRPORT - DAY

Helen and Chandra wait at the arrivals door. Helen's bruising 
has almost healed. She is groomed and dressed like a 
professional. Chandra is excited.

The doors open, revealing RAMYA, 15, a stick-thin Sri Lankan 
girl. She is wide-eyed at everything she sees. Her bag seems 
bigger than her.

Chandra runs to her.

CHANDRA
Ramya!
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Chandra embraces Ramya. They ecstatically talk in Sinhalese.

Helen smiles.

INT. SHOPPING MALL - DAY

Helen puts a pair of earrings on Ramya. The saleswoman holds 
up a mirror. Ramya is shy.

HELEN
They're my treat.

The saleswoman holds a tray of lipsticks. Hopeful, Ramya 
looks to Helen.

HELEN
Your Amma would really like this 
color on you.

Ramya is overjoyed.

SHOPPING MALL - A SHORT TIME LATER

Strutting through a crowd sipping a milkshake, Ramya wears 
earrings, lipstick and eye shadow. Following Helen, she is 
overwhelmed by the glittery excess of her surroundings.

INT. AYURVEDA CLINIC - DAY

Helen leads Ramya through the clinic. Minesh's followers 
embrace Helen warmly.

HELEN
These are my family.

FOLLOWER 1, a Chinese woman approaches.

FOLLOWER 1
(to Helen)

Nimali, who's this?

HELEN
This is Ramya. She's come all the 
way from Sri Lanka.

FOLLOWER 2, a middle-aged white woman, embraces Helen.

Extremely shy, Ramya can hardly look at anyone.

HELEN
I took her to Parkway Parade.

FOLLOWER 2
(admiring the earrings)

Is that where you got these?

Blushing and submissive, Ramya smiles.
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FOLLOWER 1
Oh, they're lovely, aren't they?

RAMYA
Yes.

At the far end of the hall, Minesh watches.

MINESH'S STUDY - CONTINUOUS

Helen leads Ramya into a lavish room. Sitting on a bed, 
Minesh meditates.

HELEN
(whispers)

Minesh is a special man.

Helen ushers Ramya towards Minesh and kneels at his feet. 
Hesitating, Ramya follows Helen's example.

Minesh opens his eyes. He smiles at Helen.

MINESH
Come to me, Nimali.

Minesh embraces Helen warmly. She touches his chest.

HELEN
Are you feeling stronger?

MINESH
If only I did.

Head bowed, Ramya sneaks a peek. Noticing this, Minesh smiles 
and lifts Ramya's chin.

MINESH
Who is this beautiful one?

HELEN
This is Ramya.

MINESH
(tickled)

You're shy.
(in Sinhalese - SUBTITLED)

But you have a divine energy. Helen 
has recognized this rare quality.

RAMYA (SUBTITLED)
(in Sinhalese)

You speak Sinhalese?

MINESH
I speak all languages.

(to Helen)
You've done extremely well.
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Helen smiles proudly.

MINESH
Go to the others, Nimali. They're 
waiting for you.

Helen bows and backs away.

Ramya looks to Helen.

HELEN
There's no safer place than 
here.

Minesh turns Ramya's face back to him.

MINESH
She'll be right back.

Ramya doesn't protest as Minesh curls a lock of hair behind 
her ear.

Helen looks back from the doorway.

Minesh helps Ramya to her feet. He touches her face. His 
fingers caress her throat. He kisses Ramya's hand.

Ramya looks to Helen, frightened.

Helen watches for a moment, then shuts the door.

FADE TO BLACK
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